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How to
Greet a Dog
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and What to Avoid
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Appropriate greetings are common sense.
Imagine if someone greeted you the way 
many people greet dogs!

Lessons you’ll learn in this book:

1	 Don’t approach dogs in cars.

2	 Approach slowly and calmly when
	 meeting a new dog.

3	 Ask for permission when greeting a dog.

4	 Avoid staring at unfamiliar dogs or 			
	 approaching head on.

5	 Don’t loom over a dog you are just meeting.

6	 Avoid reaching into a dog’s personal space.

7	 Avoid interacting if a dog looks scared.

8	 Touch and pet a dog gently.
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Don’t approach 
dogs in cars.
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INCORRECT

When greeting a person in a car, you wouldn’t 
reach in...

...so avoid reaching in or toward a dog in a car. 

INCORRECT



CORRECT

Stand a safe distance away
so that you are not
a threat.
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Approach 
slowly and 
calmly when 
meeting a
new dog.

2



7

INCORRECT

It can be scary when someone
rushes up to you...

...and alarming to dogs too.



CORRECT

Approach slowly, at a 
relaxed walk.
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Ask for 
permission 
when greeting 
a dog.
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INCORRECT

Interacting without asking permission
can be unwelcome.

Avoid interacting with unfamiliar dogs, 
especially if they’re tied up.



CORRECT

Ask first if you can interact.

11



12

Avoid staring 
at unfamiliar 
dogs or 
approaching 
head on.
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INCORRECT

Staring can make people feel uncomfortable...

...and it’s the same with dogs. Avoid staring or 
approaching a dog head-on. 



CORRECT

Approach sideways
and look at the dog using 
your peripheral vision.
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Don’t loom 
over a dog 
you are just 
meeting.
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INCORRECT

Hovering over someone can make them scared..

...so with dogs, avoid leaning over them, 
especially when you change positions or move. 



CORRECT

Stay outside the dog’s 
bubble and present your 
side to the dog.
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Avoid reaching 
into a dog’s 
personal space.
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INCORRECT

Reaching into someone’s personal space can 
be rude...

...so avoid reaching your hand out to a dog, 
even if it’s to let them sniff.



CORRECT

Present your side to the 
dog and let him approach
at his own rate.
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Avoid 
interacting
if a dog
looks scared.
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INCORRECT

When a thoughtful person senses fear in 
another person, they give her space rather 
than continuing to approach like this...

Do the same and avoid petting or reaching for
a dog that looks nervous or tense. 



CORRECT

It’s OK to pet a dog if he 
looks relaxed, comes up to 
you and rubs against you.
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Touch and
pet a dog
gently.
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INCORRECT

Not all types of touching are wanted or 
welcomed by people.

With many dogs, hugging, kissing, and patting 
roughly can be too familiar and disliked.



CORRECT

Pet gently.
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Find FREE information about pets and
dog behavior:

• see free videos
• download free posters
• read free articles

Find out more about dog behavior books
and products by Dr. Sophia Yin at
www.drsophiayin.com.

Perfect Puppy in 7 Days 
eBook

How to Behave
So Your Dog Behaves

Book

Low Stress Handling and 
Restraint for Dogs & Cats

Book & DVD

Manners Minder
Remote controlled professional 

reward training system

The Small Animal 
Veterinary Nerdbook®
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Et quomodo invocabo deum meum, deum et dominum meum, quoniam utique inme ip-
sum eum invocabo, cum invocabo eum? et quis locus est in me, quoveniat in me deus 
meus? quo deus veniat in me, deus, qui fecit caelum et terram? itane, domine deus meus, 
est quiquam in me, quod capiat te?an vero caelum et terra, quae fecisti et in quibus me 
fecisti, capiuntte? an quia sine te non esset quidquid est, fit, ut quidquid est capiat te? 
quoniam itaque et ego sum, quid peto, ut venias in me, quinon essem, nisi esses in me? 
non enim ego iam in inferis, et tamen etiam ibi es. nam etsi descendero in infernum, ades. 
non ergo essem, deus meus, non omnino essem, nisi esses in me. an potius non essem, nisi 
essem in te, ex quo omnia, per quem omnia, in quo omnia? etiam sic, domine, etiam sic

quo te invoco, cum in te sim? aut unde venias in me? quo enim recedam extra caelum et 
terram, ut inde in me veniat deus meus, qui dixit: caelum et terram ego impleo? 

Capiunt ergone te caelum et terra, quoniam tu imples ea? an imples et restat, quoniam 
non te capiunt? et quo refundis quidquid impleto caeloet terra restat ex te? an non opus 
habes, ut quoquam continearis, qui contines omnia, quoniam quae imples continendo 
imples? non enim vasa, quae te plena sunt, stabilem te faciunt, quia etsi frangantur non 

effunderis. et cum effunderis super nos, non tu iaces, sed


